Supplementary text-2
Since we directly obtained the city-wide daily average air pollution data from the EPB air quality reporting platform (http://zx.bjmemc.com.cn/), we did some further quality checks on these data.
1. We obtained the hourly data from all 35 stations for PM2.5 and PM10 each day during our study period (18-January-2013 to 31-December 2017). 2. We calculated the station-specific daily average concentration for PM2.5 and PM10, when there were at least 20 valid hourly observations in a day. 3. We then calculated the city-wide daily average concentrations, which were based on at least 12 stations with valid station-specific daily average data 4. We then compared the city-wide daily average concentration for PM2.5 and PM10 that we calculated in
Step 3, against the data we directly obtained from the EPB website. As in the figure below, there was a very good agreement between the two datasets.
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